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“ I feel more confident in myself now that  
I’m getting the support and help that I 
need. I am getting on well in the Circle. The 
volunteers want to listen and don’t judge 
me. I feel comfortable talking to them 
about me and my sexual thoughts. I use 
the Circle to get help and advice from the 
volunteers. At the first meeting they said, ‘we 
are here to help you’. I was scared but they 
are here to help. They want me to be 
successful and I don’t need to prove it to 
anyone else. I know that if anything happens 
they will pass it on to my Probation Officer. 
But that’s not going to happen because 
they are giving me positive encouragement 
and feedback.”

–  A Core Member (from a Circles North East report)

Our vision
Circles build safer communities through  
local volunteers working with sex offenders  
to minimise alienation, support reintegration 
and so prevent sexual reoffending.

Circles UK’s mission 
Circles UK seeks greater public protection  
by working towards a substantial reduction in 
sexual offending by providing a range of 
services to local Circles of Support and 
Accountability Projects. Further, it aims to 
develop greater public understanding of 
community approaches to public protection.

Circles UK 
Circles UK is the national, award–winning charity 
for all Circles of Support and Accountability 
Projects across England and Wales. It drives the 
establishment of new services, setting national 
standards of operation, providing training and 
support to local schemes and promoting the 
model in order that it becomes an integral part 
of provision in the primary objective to reduce 
sexual reoffending. Formed in 2007, Circles UK 
has overseen a doubling in service provision  
to 15 local Projects and, now, thanks to the Big 
Lottery Fund, will deliver new Circles in areas 
where there is currently no provision. Other 
Associate and Affiliate Project members in 
Scotland and elsewhere make this a growing 
‘movement’ of community–based services 
dedicated to reducing sexual reoffending 
through the safer integration of those who  
are most likely to commit such offences, but 
attempting to live offence–free lives. 
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every part of England and Wales, building both 
on existing Projects and new partnerships to 
create a truly national provision. 

Circles UK has led this expansion programme. 
We will continue to support the Projects in their 
further development, we will speak out nationally 
as an authoritative voice about the reintegration 
of sex offenders, and we shall set and assure 
the operational and organisational standards 
of the Projects.

I would like to pay tribute to Stephen Hanvey  
for his values, energy and commitment in the 
service and promulgation of Circles as our 
chief executive for the last seven years, and 
we owe much of our current sustainability to  
his leadership. I would also like to welcome  
Liz Brown who took up the mantle of chief 
executive of Circles UK in February 2015.

On behalf of the Trustees I would like to thank 
everyone involved in the work of Circles, 
whether as professional partners, volunteers,  
or staff, for their part in the past success and 
the future promise of enhanced public safety 
and the humane treatment of offenders.

Increasingly Circles UK has been a national 
source of balanced comment, continuing  
to provide the case for direct engagement  
with sex offenders by members of the wider 
community to acknowledge and address  
the risk that their continued isolation presents. 
There have been some encouraging signs  
that the debate about the treatment of sex 
offenders has become less punitive and more 
nuanced. Circles UK and member Projects of 
the Circles family have been referred to in the 
media and recognised for their creative 
thinking and their commitment.

Circles build safer communities through local 
volunteers working with sex offenders to 
minimise alienation, support reintegration and  
so prevent sexual reoffending. Circles UK has 
ensured that there is an ever–increasing body  
of evidence that this is the case, and the 
statutory bodies with whom Circles work have  
a growing confidence in the services that 
Circles Projects provide.

Despite general uncertainty about the  
financial context, and alongside discussions 
with the Ministry of Justice and the National 
Probation Service about future funding models, 
we have again seen a growth in the number 
of Circles Projects, the number of Circles 
operating at any one time, and the number of 
active volunteers. We now have the imminent 
prospect of being able to offer Circles in  

Welcome
From the Chair of Trustees 

Throughout the last twelve months the level of public attention on sexual 
offending has continued to be high, with further headlines and reports 
into historic and recent sexual offences and child sexual exploitation. 

Gerry Marshall  
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As we strive for consistency throughout our 
national network, we should remember the 
volunteer commitment that has brought us  
to this point and which will spur further service 
development and delivery. Volunteers’ ethos 
and values will remain central to our support of 
sex offenders. In an increasingly commercial 
landscape this will not be without challenges, 
but I believe the skill and expertise of local 
people, which mean so much to the sex 
offenders we support, provide a uniquely 
effective and humane solution to an issue that 
many would rather forget. I feel privileged to join 
Circles UK to lead the Circles’ volunteer family 
forward, also with our partners and supporters, 
whose backing remains vital to us all. 

Every day I hear about our inspirational Circles volunteers working with 
the most despised members of our community – high–risk sex offenders. 
They are local people coming together to meet an isolated and 
vulnerable person, perhaps in a café or church centre, to support  
them to gain the confidence to rebuild their lives. 

Introduction
Message from the Chief Executive

I have seen the impact of their work in the 
community and prison, and am deeply 
impressed by their skill and dedication. I have 
previously supported volunteers helping many 
people in crisis: families, victims and hospice 
patients. This takes courage, commitment  
and compassion. Volunteers working with  
sex offenders, face hostility and indifference, 
because of the offences they have committed. 
It takes very special people to meet offenders 
each week, to challenge their behaviours and 
learn what they did. It also takes calm, impartial 
and confident judgement to assess if an 
offender is at risk of reoffending. Our volunteers 
form a Circle of Support and Accountability 
closely aligned with the public protection 
agencies for referral and monitoring, operating 
within a rigorous framework of national 
standards, training and supervision. 

As the umbrella body for Circles across the 
country, Circles UK fosters the delicate yet rigorous 
framework within which volunteers deliver this 
unparalleled service to adult sex offenders, many 
with adaptive needs and intellectual disabilities, 
and an increasing number of young people 
with harmful sexual behaviours. I have joined 
Circles UK as it is poised to expand volunteer 
support into areas where there is currently none, 
addressing inequity and the fears of communities 
and sex offenders. This growth relies on the good 
will, expertise and shared goals of the Circles 
family of member Projects, whose diversity and 
flexible response reflects their communities and 
the diverse needs of sex offenders.

Liz Brown



Cheshire Circles 
NPS

Circles East 
Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire,  
Essex Cambridgeshire, Norfolk,  
Suffolk NPS 

Circles North East 
Northumbria, Durham, Teesside Partnership 
between Police, NPS & Barnardo’s

Circles South East 
Thames Valley, Hampshire, Surrey, Sussex, Kent.  
Charity Status

Circles South West 
Avon & Somerset, Devon & Cornwall, Dorset, 
Gloucestershire, Wiltshire. Charity Status

Cumbria Circles 
Cumbria Reducing Offending Partnership Trust.  
Commissioned by NPS

Greater Manchester Circles 
NPS, Community Chaplaincy

Circles North Wales 
CAIS (Cyngor Alcohol Information Service) with Probation 
Support

Leicestershire & Rutland Circles 
NPS

Yorkshire & Humberside Circles 
Charity Status

The Lucy Faithfull Foundation (Midlands) Circles 
West Midlands, West Mercia, Staffordshire, Warwickshire, 
Shropshire. LFF in partnership with Probation, Heantun Housing

Circles Respond 
Charity working with under 25s with learning difficulties

Safer Living Foundation Circles 
Charity within HMP Whatton

Circles Cymru 
NPS, G4S (Parc Prison), Police, North Wales COSA

Glebe House 
National Resettlement of Residents of Glebe House 
Therapeutic Community
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Circles will reach new 
communities thanks to  
Big Lottery Fund grant

Circles UK will lead a consortium of Projects in the “Completing the 
Circle” programme as of January 2016. This means that over the 
next four years nearly 200 more high–risk offenders in seven areas of 
England, where there are currently no Circles, will receive support in 
the community once released from prison.

This will offer many more volunteers the unique 
opportunity to make a difference to the lives  
of sex offenders so preventing further offences 
and harm. The work of our volunteers will 
respond to everyone’s wish for safer communities.

The areas are Merseyside, London, Lincolnshire, 
Lancashire, Nottinghamshire, Derbyshire and 
Northamptonshire, which are to be covered 
by consortium members Yorkshire & Humberside 
Circles, SOVA, Cumbria Reducing Offending 
Partnership Trust (CROPT), Safer Living Foundation 
(SLF), Prison Advice and Care Trust (PACT), and 
Circles South East. 

We will recruit and train more than 750 volunteers 
to work to rigorous national standards, approved 
by the Ministry of Justice, alongside the statutory 
public protection agencies to support sex 
offenders for up to 18 months. Most of the 
people we will support will have committed 

serious offences against children or young 
people and on release will be under the 
management of the National Probation 
Service (NPS) or Police through Multi Agency 
Public Protection Arrangements (MAPPA).The 
volunteers will provide a unique, supportive 
and accountable social network to counteract 
the isolation and alienation that many sex 
offenders face. 

The expansion will end the current postcode 
lottery for sex offenders who are leaving prison 
and desperate for volunteer support but have 
no hope in the absence of a Circles service. 
As a result of this more will develop more 
confidence, better emotional wellbeing and 
trust in adult relationships so they can safely 
reintegrate back into the community. This will 
also help create safer communities at a time 
when there are more registered sex offenders 
than ever. 

The programme will also contribute to wider 
learning about the impact of volunteers on  
the offenders taking part. The evaluation for  
our programme will be undertaken by a 
partnership of the University of the West of 
England, led by Dr Kieran McCartan, Andrew 
Bates (National Probation Service (NPS)) and  
Dr Palwinder Athwal, University of Winchester. 
Circles UK’s Research and Evaluation Group, 
which includes representatives from the Ministry 
of Justice, Department of Health, Oxford 
University and Nottingham Trent University, will 
act in an advisory role to the evaluation team.
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A Circle meets

Lincolnshire 
Yorkshire & Humberside Circles

Merseyside 
SOVA. Charity Status

Lancashire 
Cumbria Circles

Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire  
Safer Living Foundation

London 
Circles South East and PACT. Charity Status

Northamptonshire 
Circles South East

“Completing the Circle” programme
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4 Promoting greater public understanding of 
the issues through media and public contact

•  Management of 39 major media 
approaches, double those in 2014, 
resulting in a higher national Circles 
profile in the media. This included the 
New Statesman, The Independent, 
International Business Times and  
the BBC News at Ten in–depth feature  
on Circles in Cumbria by Fergal Keane. 

•  Circles UK has more than 500 social 
media followers and its website saw 
increased interest: almost 24,000 hits.
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Developing the number and availability  
of Circles through support, training and 
coordination

•  Further growth with 15 Projects across 
England and Wales delivering 143 Circles, 
up from 120 in 2014.

•  870 volunteers responded to 352 referrals 
from statutory partners. Over the last year, 
we have revised our volunteer data to 
more clearly quantify the number of 
volunteers actively engaged in delivering 
Circles or waiting to join one. We identified 
we had 515 active volunteers for this 
period (see page 8). 

•  Glebe House joined Circles, bringing 
additional expertise to the network from 
its work with young males with sexually 
harmful behaviour.

•  Circles UK took a lead in Circles4EU which 
has established Circles in Holland, Belgium, 
Latvia, Bulgaria, Catalonia, with Ireland, 
France and Hungary Circles underway.

•  Two Coordinator training events on the 
media and survivors volunteering for Circles, 
plus four events for new Coordinators.

1 2

Our achievements 

This year has seen continued growth and development for Circles across 
the country, looking strategically to commissioning opportunities in the 
new world post the Transforming Rehabilitation Agenda. Here are 
highlights in our strategic progress. 

Ensuring the quality and consistency of Circles 
Projects service through national quality assurance 

•  Five successful reviews of Project compliance 
with the Circles Code of Practice, as required 
by the Ministry of Justice.

•  Circles UK issued a series of Briefing Papers  
on practice topics including innovative 
funding opportunities and maintaining 
national consistency of operations.

Learning through evaluation and research, 
for wider dissemination and benefit 

•  Circles4EU international conference  
in Barcelona attended by over 200 
delegates from 28 countries. Two further 
research streams identified: an outcome 
study and assessment of implications of 
survivors volunteering in Circles. 

•  Circles UK–sponsored University of Leeds 
study launched in June 2014. 

•  Dr Kieran McCartan is leading evaluation 
of Circles delivered by Circles UK 
consortium funded by the Cabinet Office 
Rehabilitation Social Action Fund. The 
Dynamic Risk Review, an assessment tool 
developed by Circles UK in collaboration 
with Andrew Bates, is central to this research.

3 5 Presenting the value and impact of Circles  
to policymakers and partners

•  Circles UK presented at conferences  
with a keynote speech at the conference 
on ‘Exploring the Potential of Restorative 
Justice for Sexual Violence’ at the University 
of Leuven, Belgium; a presentation at the 
National Organisation for the Treatment  
of Abusers (NOTA) annual conference 
and Circles were well represented at  
the University of the West of England’s  
(UWE) week–long seminar and lecture 
programme focusing on sexual offending. 

•  Contribution to degree course at 
University of Cardiff and journalist Simon 
Fanshawe spoke at Circles UK’s AGM  
and Annual Lecture.

•  Safer Living Foundation gained the Robin 
Corbett Award from the Prison Reform Trust. 

6 Ensuring the long–term development of 
Circles Projects, through coordinated 
sustainability and planning

•  Cabinet Office Rehabilitation and  
Social Action Fund project completed 
successfully and spurred the growth  
of Circles to position the network for  
national commissioning. 

•  Further Cabinet Office funding secured  
for consortium to pilot a service for 
Vulnerable and Disadvantaged  
Young People. 

•  Circles UK fund–raising information  
hub and the advice of its Business 
Development Manager to support  
Projects in their own sustainability. 

National Development Manager,  
Chris Wilson, presenting at Circles4EU, 
Barcelona.
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Evidence of effectiveness and impact

Circles have seen further rapid growth in the last year. Our data shows the 
significant contribution of Circles and their volunteers to the successful 
rehabilitation of sex offenders seeking to reintegrate into their communities. 
Ben’s story (page 10) highlights the complexities and challenges Circles 
volunteers contend with every week. It also reflects the value that statutory 
agencies place on Circles, which they increasingly see as integral to their 
vital work of protecting the public.

Summary of statistics for the Projects as at end of March 2015, compared against previous years

Number 
of Circles 
Projects

Number of 
Circles in 
operation

Sexual 
reconvictions

Non–sexual  
reconvictions 

Active 
volunteers

Volunteers
trained

Volunteers 
deselected

2011 11 57 1 1 352 390 7

2012 10 72 3 0 688 509 30

2013 11 96 1 4 552 499 11

2014 14 120 2 1 847 743 10

2015 15 143 8 3 5151 1049 2

Circles have doubled their coverage and 
range of services since 2012. This has resulted 
from significant Cabinet Office funding: one 
award from the Social Rehabilitation Action 
Fund to a consortium to expand volunteer 
delivery and another to a consortium to pilot 
Circles for young people demonstrating 
harmful sexual behaviours. New Circles 
Projects have also brought in services to 
young people with harmful sexual behaviours 
and to elderly sex offenders with intellectual 
disabilities in custody.

1  Due to an amendment to the way in which active Volunteers are counted introduced in 2014–15, the number of active volunteers 
appears to have reduced but total Volunteer numbers have increased to 870. Consequently, we identified we had 515 active 
volunteers. Not all volunteers can be engaged at any one time for a variety of reasons which may include people taking a break from a 
very demanding volunteering role; the number of volunteers required for a Circle, depending on phase of delivery, or their suitability for 
certain types of referral.

2  Core Members who are recalled may also be charged and convicted of the behaviour for which they are recalled, so may be counted 
both as a recall and a conviction in some cases.

The number of Core Members convicted of a 
further offence remains a small percentage of 
the Core Members engaged in Circles. While 
any recidivist behaviour is of concern, it is 
notable that very few Core Members have 
been reconvicted of contact sexual offences.

“ The Circle provides added space 
and support and normalises 
behaviour in a way that statutory 
workers cannot easily achieve. I 
really value Respond Circles and 
have recommended the service to 
others. It serves its purpose brilliantly.”

– A Consultant Psychiatrist from Respond Circles 

In addition, in a number of cases, recalls and 
reconvictions were as a result of information 
shared with statutory agencies by Circle 
Volunteers. Circles UK recognises the need  
to make comparisons against a control 
group, and that outcomes cannot be solely 
attributed to being in a Circle, but this data 
helps to demonstrate the positive change 
that Circles contribute to. 

2011 2012

2013 2014 2015

Summary of Core 
Member recidivism

sexual conviction – non contact

sexual conviction – contact

conviction – non sexual 

recall – non sexual 2

recall – sexual 2

total number of circles  
in operation
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How Circles helped ‘Ben’ 
This is the story of Ben (not his real name), and is based on the report of his 
Circle by Yorkshire & Humberside Circles. It is the story of a man who made  
the change from having no power over his life to being a fully functioning 
member of society.

 

Initial referral information provided to the 
Circle by Probation

Ben had been convicted of indecent assault 
on a child and was considered to be very high 
risk of harm to children. He was sentenced to 
four years’ imprisonment and eight years’ 
extended licence. He had a record of repeated 
offences against boys between the ages of 
13–17 years old. Ben said he had seen sex as 
part of “helping” young, underage boys, whom 
he saw as sexually available. He had lost family 
contact because of the nature of his offending. 
On release he moved into approved premises. 
However, while in custody, he became a Quaker 
and this was a key factor in his progress in the 
Circle and reintegration into the community. 

Ben’s 18–month journey with his Circle

On release from custody, Ben was assessed for  
a Circle and deemed suitable. The initial stage 
was complicated by the fact that Ben had to 
move approved premises, which unsettled him 
and he breached his licence conditions by 
going into a park. He was then recalled into 
custody. The parole board, however, saw the 
benefit of the Circle, and agreed to release him 
as the group was set up and ready to go. 

The four volunteers in the Circle gave Ben the 
motivation and stability, such that he invited them 
to challenge his behaviour. The open challenge 
and debate engendered considerable trust and 
the volunteers were able to move him gently out 
of his comfort zone. Ben was further helped by the 
fact that he found a Quaker congregation to join. 

However, he suffered anxiety about disclosure.  
It was a critical moment when he discovered 
that the Police had informed the sports centre  
he attended of his offending. Ben was fearful of 
returning but the volunteers went with him and 
were able to dispel his anxiety that he was being 
treated differently. 

Through the church Ben also made friends with 
members of the congregation who enjoyed 
sports and going to watch a Test Match in 
London was a high point. As the Circle drew to a 
conclusion, Ben signed up to attend a College 
course and joined a weekly discussion group 
with the Quakers. He faces a more positive 
future, with higher confidence and self–esteem. 

10  Circles UK Annual Review 14/15 | How Circles helped ‘Ben’
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The view of Ben’s Probation Officer

It has been fantastic to see a high-functioning Circle in action. 
The consistency and professionalism of the volunteers has been 
outstanding. There has been very little need for intervention 
beyond the formal review meetings. At times I was concerned 
in case the group felt neglected! The group said they saw my 
light touch as trust in them and their high standards. I was 
impressed by the cooperation with the Quaker Church which 
was so closely linked with Circles’ origins and ethos.

“

“

The volunteer’s experience

I felt that I developed an insight into a world previously unknown to 
me. I want to continue volunteering with Circles. It was wonderful 
to see how Ben responded to us and valued the fact that there 
are people who care enough to give their time to support him every 
week . Volunteering for Circles has helped me with my university 
studies as I can relate some theories to practice. It has been an 
inspiring and enriching experience.

“
“

Ben’s feedback on his Circle’s experience

I found the Circle was very positive and my optimism increased 
as I progressed with the group. My emotional wellbeing improved 
day-by-day and I found that I began to cope better. I started to 
trust others and to feel that I could ask for support if I needed 
it. I can’t thank the volunteers enough . It was challenging at 
times, especially when they pushed me out of my comfort zone. 
Without them I would not have been able to join the Quaker 
congregation, enjoy sports and have the confidence to return to 
the sports club. I hope to maintain the volunteers’ trust in the 
future. Thank you! 

“

“

“ My emotional wellbeing improved 
day–by–day and I found that I 
began to cope better.”

– Ben



“The word paedophile is one that 
strikes fear into communities. Rightly 
or wrongly, for many the word conjures 
up images of men in dirty coats 
hanging around playgrounds looking 
to prey on an unattended child. 
Those convicted of sex crimes 
against children are some of the 
most reviled in society but how do 
we best protect our communities 
against the perpetrators? Is it to lock 
them up and throw away the key at 
huge public expense? Or is the best 
way – as is the aim of regional charity 
Circles South West – to address their 
crimes and give them the strength  
to not offend again?” 

The Bristol Post, 2 February 2015
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We have experienced a 17% rise in demand 
over the last two years for our direct information 
service to the public and professionals through 
telephone, letters, emails and, increasingly, 
social media. As well as the offender, friends 
and family are desperate to receive advice as 
to what can be done to prevent further sexual 
offence. Our Information Line deals with a 
growing number of often complex enquiries.  
In 2014–2015, we answered 447 enquiries in 
total, of which 65 were from sex offenders; 18 
were from friends/families of a sex offender  
and 111 were from professionals.

Information line responds to 
calls for help
 

The growing awareness of the Circles service in a high–risk field where 
sexual offences are shrouded in shame, hostility and secrecy has resulted  
in continued direct requests for Circles UK’s advice and support. The  
taboo and associated ignorance around sexual abuse means accurate 
information and support for non–offending relatives of those charged or 
convicted is extremely hard to come by. 

As some selected newspaper headlines below indicate, the subject of 
child abuse and ‘paedophiles’ in our midst is rarely from the front pages. 
The depth and thoughtfulness given to how society can better manage 
safeguarding for our young and vulnerable is of course enormously varied...

•  A mother contacted us about her  
20–year old son. He came out of prison  
for a contact sexual offence. He has a 
learning disability, is feeling suicidal and  
is self–harming.

•  A parent rang us about their stepson who 
has committed sexual offences. The family 
were struggling with the relationship and 
needed support.

•  Prisoners write to us weekly prior to release. 
Their letters reveal their need for Circles and 
desperation for our help also to signpost 
them to support.

•  “...I’m worried about my release – what 
help is there for me?”

•   “...am writing to you to see if there is any  
help or support you can offer.... am prone  
to suffering with severe depression.”

•  “...I would like your help to reintegrate 
responsibly into the community.” 

Circles and media interest 

…but the examples below indicate how 
volunteers too are enriching the quality and 
humanity of the debate.

“In a room above a café in 
Cumbria sits Eddie. This is not  
his real name. He is a convicted 
paedophile. He was jailed for nine 
years for serious sexual offences 
against a child. Now he says he is 
on a path to rehabilitation. “I feel 
really guilty yes. It’s unacceptable 
what I did,” he says. On release 
from prison, Eddie was helped by 
Circles UK. Working with probation 
officers, volunteers form a “circle 
of accountability and support” 
around a newly released sex 
offender, who is known as the 

“core member” of the circle. The 
aim is to help him resettle in the 
community.”

Dominic Hurst, BBC News,  
4 February 2015

THE PRISON GOVERNOR TREATING SEX OFFENDERS WITH KINDNESS  
The Times, 30 March 2015

IS A ZERO–TOLERANCE 

APPROACH REALLY THE BEST 

WAY TO STOP PAEDOPHILES 

FROM ABUSING CHILDREN?  

New Statesman, 22 December 2014
THE PAEDOPHILE NEXT DOOR 
Channel 4, 26 November 2014



“ When an ex-offender leaves 
prison, there are many 
restraints still on him and 
indeed many inhibitions and 
pain he still carries within 
him. He carries his prison 
around with him and he 
needs to learn to be free  
of that too”.

–  Circles volunteer, quoted in Baptist Times,  
30 July 2014
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Treasurer’s report

Circles UK has continued to receive strong support from charitable trusts, 
for which it is most grateful. This has meant that, in combination with 
another year’s grant from the Ministry of Justice, the charity has continued 
its good progress in consolidating its financial position. 

The charity has also benefited from Cabinet 
Office funding for two consortia which completed 
their work this year: Rehabilitation Social Action 
Fund awards for its work to expand its volunteer 
delivery as well as for its pilot of services for 
Vulnerable and Disadvantaged Young People.

The charity’s current focus is on developing more 
varied and sustainable income streams and the 
opportunities that have been created by the 
recent Big Lottery award. Expenditure is extremely 
well–controlled which has resulted in an 
improvement in the reserves position enabling 
the charity to further reduce its dependency on 
funding through our long–term ‘Futurebuilders’, 
The Social Investment Business loan. 

Extracts from the Report and Financial 
Statements  

The table set out (opposite) is drawn from the 
Report and Financial Statements for the year 
ending 31st March 2015, independently 
examined by Simon Porter & Co, Chartered 
Accountants. The full accounts have been 
approved by the Trustees and independent 
examiner and submitted to the Charity 
Commission and Companies House. Further 
information, including the full accounts and 
independent inspector ’s report, can be 
accessed by contacting the Circles UK office  
on 0118 950 0068.

Helen Cabell 
ICAEW FCA Treasurer

Income and expenditure
Year to 31st March...

Balance Sheet 2015 2014

Unrestricted Restricted Total Unrestricted Restricted Total

£,000s £,000s £,000s £,000s £,000s £,000s

Fixed assets 5.8 5.8 6.1 6.1

Current assets 297.6 53.9 351.5 226.5 95.0 321.5

Creditors: amounts  
falling due within 1 year

–41.5 –41.5 –44.3 –4.9 –49.2

Long term creditors  
falling due after 1 year

–28.4 –28.4 –33.6 –33.6

Total net assets 233.5 53.9 287.4 154.7 90.1 244.8

Income 2015 2014

Unrestricted Restricted Total Unrestricted Restricted Total

£,000s % £,000s % £,000s % £,000s % £,000s % £,000s %

Grant funding 285.4 85.7 337.8 100.0 623.2 92.9 262.4 93.8 171.1 100.0 433.5 96.2

Voluntary income 40.0 12.0 40.0 6.0 12.9 4.6 12.9 2.9

Income from services 6.6 2.0 6.6 1.0 3.3 1.2 3.3 0.7

Investment & other 1.0 0.3 1.0 0.1 1.0 0.4 1.0 0.2

Total income 333.0 337.8 670.8 279.6 171.1 450.7

Expenditure 2015 2014

Unrestricted Restricted Total Unrestricted Restricted Total

£,000s % £,000s % £,000s % £,000s % £,000s % £,000s %

Projects development 75.0 29.5 374.0 100.0 449.0 71.5 74.4 29.7 168.1 100.0 242.5 57.9

Projects training & support 72.6 28.6 72.6 11.6 65.9 26.3 65.9 15.7

Evaluation & research 38.3 15.1 38.3 6.1 40.2 16.0 40.2 9.6

Information & support line 33.1 13.0 33.1 5.3 34.1 13.6 34.1 8.1

Fundraising 16.1 6.3 16.1 2.6 17.4 6.9 17.4 4.2

Governance 19.0 7.5 19.0 3.0 18.5 7.4 18.5 4.4

Total expenditure 254.1 374.0 628.1 250.5 168.1 418.6

Simon Fanshawe and former Circles UK 
Chief Executive, Stephen Hanvey, at Circles 
UK AGM 2014
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Acknowledgements and thanks “ It helps to know there are 
people out there who care  
and see beyond the label  
Sex Offender.”

–  John (not his real name) a Core Member from Circles EastThis past year’s achievements and growth have only been possible once 
again through support from, and partnerships with, a growing number of 
charitable trusts and equally understanding individuals. 

Circles UK has once more appreciated the 
Circles UK volunteers who have provided  
their time and expertise over the year in a 
variety of ways. Besides these individuals  
the Trustees wish to thank most sincerely:

• The Ministry of Justice 
• The Cabinet Office
•  Futurebuilders (The Social Investment 

Business) 
• The Tudor Trust
• The Wates Foundation
• The John Paul Getty Junior Charitable Trust
• The John and Sue Bowers Family Trust
• The Esmée Fairbairn Foundation
• The A B Charitable Trust
• The Eleanor Rathbone Charitable Trust
• The Henry Smith Charity
• Llankelly Chase
• The John Ellerman Foundation
• St James’ Place
• Austin and Hope Pilkington Trust
• The Mary Kinross Trust
• CB & HH Taylor 1984 Trust 
• Reading St Laurence Church Trust
• The Pettit Charitable Trust
• Alec van Berchem Charitable Trust
• The Alchemy Foundation
• The 29th May 1961 Charitable Trust
• The William A Cadbury Charitable Trust
• The Fitton Trust
• The Swann Mountain Trust
• The Souter Trust
• The Syder Foundation

Besides the above support, and income  
from sales of our training, the charity has 
appreciated donations from members of the 
public, our Friends scheme and notably from 
many Quaker groups who share our vision. 
There has also been greatly appreciated 
practical help from others, for which Circles UK  
is again enormously grateful. The legal advice 
and direction provided by Baker & McKenzie 
LLP on a pro bono basis over the year has been 
invaluable and of itself represents considerable 
financial savings for the charity. 

Circles UK Board of Trustees 
Alan Billings, (Retired November 2014) 
Helen Cabell, Honorary Treasurer 
James Campbell 
Sheila Lewis 
Gerry Marshall, Chair 
Peter Mate 
Terry Philpot 
Jason Suckley 
Chris Thomas, Vice Chair, (Retired June 2015)

Circles UK Staff Team 
Liz Brown, Chief Executive, (Apptd. Feb 2015) 
Heather Curnow, Office Manager 
Kerry Earnshaw, National Support Officer 
Lynn Taylor, Information Officer 
Leah Warwick, National Support Officer 
Chris Wilson, National Development Manager



Circles UK relies on donations to 
help fund its work – here are some 
ways you can help us do more to 
reduce sexual reoffending:

Circles UK is a Registered Charity Number 1122641  
Registered Company Number 6457347

Circles UK
Abbey House
Abbey Square
Reading  
RG1 3BE

email: info@circles–uk.org.uk
website: www.circles–uk.org.uk 
tel: 0118 950 0068

By cheque
Make payable to ‘Circles UK’ and send to:

Circles UK 
Abbey House 
Abbey Square 
Reading 
RG1 3BE

Or, on our website
www.circles–uk.org.uk donate through 
PayPal, CAF Card, BT MyDonate and for 
information on regular giving, as well as 
becoming a Friend of Circles UK.

Or, by JustTextGiving
Please text COSA01 £2 / £5 / £10 to 70070  
(e.g. COSA01 £5)

Connect with us on Twitter

Connect with us on Facebook


