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Circles UK’s vision is of no 
more victims, through a 
community contribution 
to reducing sexual  
re-offending, harnessing  
the skills and dedication  
of local Volunteers. 

MISSION

Circles UK seeks greater public 
protection by working towards  
a substantial reduction in sexual 
offending by providing a range  
of services to regional Circles of 
Support and Accountability Projects. 
Further, it aims to develop greater 
public understanding of community 
approaches to public protection. 

CIRCLES KEY VALUES
 Safety – We work towards the objective  
of no more victims.

 Responsibility – Holding individuals and 
organisations accountable for their actions.

 Inclusiveness – Managing risk through  
inclusion not exclusion.

 Community involvement – Recognising  
the importance of community involvement.

 Growth and learning – Recognising that  
with necessary support and challenge,  
people have the ability to grow, learn and 
change their behaviour.

 Individuality and respect – Treating  
people with humanity and respect.



1    Cheshire Circles 
NPS

2    Circles East 
Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire, Essex 
Cambridgeshire, Norfolk, Suffolk NPS

3    Circles North East 
Northumbria, Durham, Teesside Partnership 
between Police, NPS & Barnardo’s

4    Circles South East 
London, Thames Valley, Hampshire,  
Surrey, Sussex, Kent, Northamptonshire. 
Charity Status 

5    Circles South West 
Avon & Somerset, Devon & Cornwall, Dorset, 
Gloucestershire, Wiltshire. Charity Status

6    Greater Manchester Circles 
NPS, Community Chaplaincy

7    CAIS 
North Wales

8    Leicestershire  
& Rutland Circles 
NPS

9    Yorkshire, Humberside  
& Lincolnshire Circles 

Charity Status

10    The Lucy Faithfull Foundation  
(Midlands) Circles 
West Midlands, West Mercia, Staffordshire, 
Warwickshire, Shropshire. LFF in partnership 
with Probation, Heantun Housing

11    Respond 
London (13-21 plus Adults with  
Learning Difficulties)

12    Safer Living Foundation Circles 
(within Whatton Prison) Nottingham  
& Derbyshire

13    Circles Cymru 
South Wales, West Wales, Gwent.  
Charity within HMP Whatton

14    Glebe House 
National resettlement of residents of  
Glebe House Therapeutic Community 

15    Circles Merseyside 

SOVA. Charity Status 

16    Circles North West 
Cumbria Lancashire

CIRCLES PROJECTS

“The Circle helped me 
relocate in the world.”
MARTIN 
CORE MEMBER
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WHAT ARE CIRCLES OF SUPPORT AND 
ACCOUNTABILITY? 
Circles UK continues to work within the context  
of intense public and media interest in the 
prevalence of sexual abuse, particularly involving 
children, young people and vulnerable adults. 
We have seen a marked interest in requests from 
the media for comment and information. Circles 
UK ensures through its work that there are fewer 
victims of sexual abuse by assisting sex offenders 
to take responsibility for and reduce their sexually 
harmful behaviour. The successful rehabilitation 
and reintegration of a sex offender into a local 
community requires consideration of their own 
needs, the victim’s needs and those of the 
community. Social isolation and emotional 
loneliness are key factors in increasing the risk  
of reoffending. Identifying suitable members of 
the public to work as Volunteers to monitor and 
support a Core Member (the sex offender) in  
the community has proved an extremely 
effective way of reducing this risk.

For those who have sexually offended and may 
have served a lengthy prison sentence, trying to 
re-settle into the community may be a daunting 
prospect. They may feel isolated and fearful,  
and in need of practical and emotional 
support, whilst learning to manage their own 
on-going and potentially risky behaviour.

HOW DO CIRCLES WORK? 
Circles involve fully trained and professionally 
supported groups of 4-5 Volunteers who meet 
with an individual who has caused sexual harm. 
This is to help them take responsibility for their 
behaviour and assist them to reintegrate into  
the community in a safe and fulfilling way. This 
therefore limits the likelihood of them reoffending. 

Volunteers encourage the Core Member  
to be accountable for their own on-going risk 
management. The Volunteers assist the Core 
Member to develop an awareness of their own 
‘risky’ behaviour and personal ‘triggers’ which 
may lead them to reoffend. Volunteers also 
help the Core Member to enhance their social 
skills in order to participate in meaningful and 
appropriate activities, which will in turn help to 
improve their feelings of emotional wellbeing, 
confidence and social inclusion.

Circles work in partnership with Police, Probation, 
local Multi Agency Public Protection Arrangements 
and other professionals working to protect 
children and adults from sexually harmful 
behaviour. All Circles work towards preventing 
further sexual abuse. 

Professionals

Circle Coordinator

Volunteers

Core Member



In recent years an increasing number 
of people in England and Wales  
have been convicted of sex offences, 
many for so-called historic offences. 
They are being given increasingly  
long sentences. 

Men convicted of sex offences now make  
up 42% of the male prison population over  
the age of 50, who in turn represent 14% of  
the prison population. Access to treatment 
programmes is restricted, with those convicted 
of sex offences who are serving long sentences 
finding it especially difficult to access 
rehabilitative services. 

This is the wider context in which Circles of 
Support and Accountability schemes operate, 
providing structured support to sex offenders on 
their release from prison alongside contributing 
a level of accountability and risk management 
on behalf of the community. 

This year has marked a turning point in the 
national development of Circles schemes. 
Circles UK has led an expansion programme  
with the support of the Big Lottery that means 
that there is now the real prospect of there 
being a Circles scheme operating in every part 
of England and Wales. This is being achieved in  

the face of general financial uncertainty for 
Circles UK itself and for a number of the local 
schemes. Circles UK is leading discussions with 
the Ministry of Justice and National Probation 
Service and Police representatives to ensure 
that the proven contribution of Circles to the 
safety of communities continues to be 
recognised and supported.

At the same time the public debate about how 
to address issues of historic and recent sexual 
offending and sexually harmful behaviour looks 
set to continue with the on-going work of the 
Independent Panel Inquiry into Child Sexual 
Abuse. Circles UK has continued to provide an 
authoritative voice about the need to support 
and reintegrate sex offenders into their 
communities to reduce their social isolation. 
We have clearly seen the evidence that this 
approach enables a reduction of sexually 
harmful behaviour, resulting in fewer victims. 
Our Volunteers represent the wider community 
and help reduce the risk to the public.

Circles UK cannot do without the commitment 
of its own staff and of the staff, Volunteers, 
partners and funders of the schemes across the 
country that so successfully deliver enhanced 
public safety and the humane treatment of sex 
offenders. I thank them all on behalf of the 
Circles UK Trustees.

WELCOME FROM  
THE CHAIR OF TRUSTEES 
Gerry Marshall 
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James is a man in his late sixties with  
a lengthy history of sexually assaulting 
boys and he has spent much of the 
past twenty years in prison. 

At the time of assessment he appeared to be 
motivated to engage with whatever was required 
to help him settle into the community and not 
reoffend. He admitted that he struggled to trust 
people and put up barriers when he felt under 
threat. He had neither family nor friends and  
was extremely isolated, the only meaningful 
relationships that James had were with the 
professionals working with him. 

James’ Circle came to an end when Volunteers 
raised concerns with the Coordinator that 
James was acting suspiciously. The Coordinator 
shared the information with the police and they 
discovered that he had a mobile phone that he 
was prohibited from owning. There were concerns 
that he was on the verge of reoffending so he 
was returned to prison. At the time of his release 
from prison he was deemed very high risk with a 
very high likelihood that he would reoffend within 
a short period of time. However, with the help of 
the Circle and the Volunteers working closely with 
him, he managed to remain in the community 
for nearly a year before being recalled to prison. 
There was no information to indicate that he had 
committed any contact offences during this time.

Police and Probation also remarked on changes 
in James: the way he handled recall to prison 
was different this time – he was cooperative 
and asked for his furniture to be given to his 
housing association so that someone else 
could be helped. Their view was that the 
humanity that he had experienced in the 
Circle had made a difference and had given 
him a sense of worth.

Upon his release from prison James requested 
another Circle and appeared motivated to 
engage again. Through the support of this Circle 
he was able to establish himself in a new 
property. He made friends with some people 
who lived in his local area who were a similar 
age and had no offending history. Nine months 
into the second Circle, James asked for it to 
close as he realised he no longer needed 
support from his Volunteers. He was in a different 
stage of his life, positive and upbeat and for the 
first time ever, professionals commented on 
how much he seemed to value his lifestyle now. 
The Police said they were not concerned about 
the Circle ending, as they believed there was 
now a very low risk of him reoffending.

OUR BENEFICIARIES 

“I have met a group of caring 
people who are prepared to 
accept that I am more than 
the sum of my offences” 
JAMES 
CORE MEMBER
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Without the loyal and generous support 
of our Friends, Funders, and Volunteers 
our invaluable work at Circles UK would 
simply not be possible.

In the past year we have been fortunate  
to receive many regular donations from the 
Friends of Circles UK, local Quaker groups and 
the general public. We are grateful to those  
who share our vision.

Circles UK would like to thank the organisations 
listed below for their continuing generosity and 
endorsement this year. 

• The Ministry of Justice 
• The Big Lottery Fund
• Future Builders
• The Esmée Fairbairn Foundation 
• The Tudor Trust 
• The John and Sue Bowers Fund 
• The Mary Kinross Charitable Trust 
• CB & HH Taylor 1984 Trust  
• The Souter Trust

In addition to the much-valued support from 
our charitable donors, Circles UK has gratefully 
received Pro Bono support from Baker 
Mackenzie, Cranfield Trust and the Worshipful 
Company of Management Consultants, and  
for this we are truly grateful. 

HOW YOU CAN DONATE
We are extremely grateful to all our supporters, 
but we are always in need of more to ensure  
that we can continue to maintain our valuable 
contribution to the reduction of sexual harm  
in England and Wales. Circles UK relies on 
charitable donations to help fund its work and  
we would appreciate if you can support us.

Just Text Giving
Please text COSA01 £2/£5/£10 to 70070 

Web donations
Please visit www.circles-uk.org.uk and donate 
through PayPal, CAF Card, BT MyDonate and  
for information on regular giving as well as 
becoming a Friend of Circles UK. 

By Post
Please make cheques payable to ‘CIRCLES UK’ 
and send to: Circles UK, Abbey House, Abbey 
Square, Reading, RG1 3BE

“I became a Trustee 
because I strongly believe 
that people can change if 
they have the right context 
and tools to do so.”
SHEILA  
FRIEND AND VICE CHAIR OF CIRCLES UK

THANK YOU FROM CIRCLES
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HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED
Without the loyal and dedicated individuals 
supporting Circles of Support and Accountability 
schemes across the country, Circles would 
simply not exist. Thanks to the willingness  
and open mindedness of those individuals, 
communities are taking an active role in 
maintaining the safety of their local area, whilst 
helping to support and build the self-esteem  
of an individual on the periphery of society. 

Volunteers support the Core Member to 
resettle into the community and establish  
a safe, positive and purposeful life. At the 
same time, the Volunteers hold the Core 
Member accountable for any risky behaviour  
or intentions, thus acting as a safety net  
for the local community and identifying  
concerns early. 

The Circles of Support and Accountability 
network currently has 1024 Volunteers in total, 
with 646 actively involved in a Circle and the 
remainder awaiting Circle allocation or  
training. We cannot possibly do our work without 
our Volunteers and as our operations continue 
to expand across England and Wales there is  
an increasing demand to recruit more 
Volunteers from different ages and from  
diverse backgrounds. 

What do our Volunteers do?
Our Volunteers are well trained and assist the 
Core Member (someone who has committed 
sexual harm) in a variety of ways, which are 
determined by the individual needs of the Core 
Member. This varies from day to day living 
issues to intellectual disabilities and sexually 
distorted attitudes. As a general rule a Circles 
Volunteer meets with a Core Member weekly 
for 10 to 18 months as part of a group of 4-5 
Volunteers who have been trained and  
are supervised by the Circle Coordinator.  
A structured programme of work is delivered 
through this Circle to the Core Member and is 
closely monitored by the Coordinator. The risk  
of the person is also continuously monitored 
through the Circle and is immediately acted 
upon if required. As part of the support offered 
by the Circle, Volunteers will also talk through 
any issues the Core Member may be facing, 
whether this is fear, isolation or in many cases 
they offer assistance with how to readjust to life 
outside of prison and help with practical tasks 
such as interview preparation and finding 
permanent accommodation.

If you would be interested in becoming a 
Volunteer and would like to find out more about 
your local Circles of Support and Accountability 
Project please visit the volunteering page on  
the Circles UK website: www.circles-uk.org.uk/
get-involved/become-a-circles-volunteer

“The opportunity to help 
someone towards a fulfilling and 
offence free life is compelling 
and sturdy reparation.”
CIRCLES VOLUNTEER
YORKSHIRE, HUMBERSIDE AND LINCOLNSHIRE  
CIRCLES OF SUPPORT AND ACCOUNTABILITY
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DEVELOPMENT

137 
Circles run by  
16 schemes

188
more Circles by 

2019 (100 in 
London)

750  
more Volunteers  

by 2019

403 
telephone enquiries, 80  

from sex offenders, 14 from 
families of a sex offender  

and 124 from professionals. 
185 from Volunteers, 

academics and media. 

INFLUENCE 

Hosted keynote 
lecture with Journalist 

Peter 
Stanford 

Links with  
Ministers

4 

presentations at NOTA, 
No Offence, CLINKS, 
ACEVO and the ICC 

conferences

24,000 
website hits 

PUBLIC 
AWARENESS 

375  
followers

671   
followers

SUMMARY OF CORE MEMBER  
RECIDIVISM 2015/16
The number of Core Members convicted  
of a further sexual offence remains a small 
percentage of those engaged with Circles. 
While any recidivist behaviour is of concern,  
it is notable that very few Core Members have 
been reconvicted of contact sexual offences. 

Total number of Core Members: 137

SEXUAL 
RECIDIVIST 
BEHAVIOUR

NON-SEXUAL 
RECIDIVIST 
BEHAVIOUR

Recall: 4 / Charge: 3 /  
Conviction: 5 / Caution: 0

Recall: 7 / Charge: 1 /  
Conviction: 0 / Caution: 1
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SUSTAINABILITY 

Lead role in Big 
Lottery Fund project 

‘Completing 
the Circle’ 

National Lead 

on engagement with 
Police, Prisons and 

agencies in the Youth 
Justice Sector

Assessment 

of the need for 
young people and 
intellectual disability 

services

LEARNING, 
EVALUATION AND 

RESEARCH 

Research and 
Evaluation Advisory 

Committee 
progressed

Completed  
research for the  

Cabinet Office 
Rehabilitation Social  

Action Fund 

Big Lottery  
Fund Consortium 
project evaluation 

underway

Research 
collaboration
with the Justice Data 

Lab Team

QUALITY 
ASSURANCE 

Revised code 
of practice Full review of 5 

Circles schemes 
and interim 
review of 2

Revisions  
of Coordinator  
and Volunteer 

Handbooks
National 
steering 
group 

established

EVIDENCE AND  
IMPACT 
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Circles UK has continued to receive 
strong support from charitable  
trusts that have contributed to  
the organisation's sustainability  
and development, for which it is  
most grateful. 

In particular, the charity would like to 
acknowledge an award received in the past 
year from the Esmée Fairbairn Foundation as 
well as a number of other grants. This has meant 
that, in combination with another year’s grant 
from the Ministry of Justice, the charity has 
continued its good progress in consolidating  
its financial position. However, to maintain 
economic sustainability, the charity’s continued 
objective has been on developing more varied 
and sustainable income streams. As a result, 
the Board of Trustees made the decision to 
recruit a full-time fundraiser to develop and 
implement a focused and sustainable 
fundraising strategy.

With respect to outgoings, the Trustees have 
always had a prudent approach to building 
financial reserves and ensuring expenditure  
is extremely well controlled. The intention has 
always been to hold reserves of three months 
operational funding. This was achieved, for the 

first time in the charity’s brief history, during the 
course of the past financial year. It has also 
meant that, since the financial year-end, the 
charity has been able to repay in full our 
long-term ‘Futurebuilders,’ Social Investment 
Business loan. 

Extracts from the Report  
and Financial Statements
The table set out is drawn from the Report and 
Financial Statements for the year ending 31st 
March 2016, independently examined by 
Simon Porter & Co, Chartered Accountants. 
The full accounts have been approved by  
the Trustees and independent examiner  
and submitted to the Charity Commission  
and Companies House.

Further information, including the full accounts 
and independent inspector’s report can be 
accessed by contacting the Circles UK office  
on 0118 950 0068. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
Helen Cabell icaew 
ACA Treasurer
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INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

2016 2015

Income Unrestricted Restricted Total Unrestricted Restricted Total

Grant funding 273.3 95% 175.1 100% 448.4 96.9% 285.4 85.7% 337.8 100% 623.2 92.9%

Voluntary income 10.9 3.8% 10.9 2.4% 40 12% 40 6%

Income from services 2.6 0.9% 2.6 0.6% 6.6 2% 6.6 1%

Investment & other 1 0.3% 1 0.2% 1 0.3% 1 0.1%

Total Income 287.8 175.1 462.9 333 337.8 670.8

Expenditure

Projects development 87.7 27.6% 176.6 100% 264.3 53.5% 75 29.5% 374 100% 449 71.5%

Projects training & support 81 25.5% 81 16.4% 72.6 28.6% 72.6 11.6%

Evaluation & research 48.3 15.2% 48.3 9.8% 38.3 15.1% 38.3 6.1%

Information & support line 37.8 11.9% 37.8 7.7% 33.1 13% 33.1 5.3%

Fundraising 41.3 13% 41.3 8.4% 16.1 6.3% 16.1 2.6%

Governance 21.2 6.7% 21.2 4.3% 19 7.5% 19 3.0%

Total Expenditure 317.3 176.6 493.9 254.1 374 628.1

Balance Sheet

Fixed Assets 6.8 6.8 5.8 5.8

Current assets 235.6 52.5 288.1 297.6 53.9 351.5

Short term creditors  
(amounts falling due within 1 year)

-24.2 -24.2 -41.5 -41.5

Long term creditors  
(amounts falling due after 1 year)

-14.4 -14.4 -28.4 -28.4

Total net assets 203.8 52.5 256.3 233.5 53.9 287.4

NB: Figures in £000s unless otherwise stated.

YEAR TO 31 MARCH

“The consistency and 
professionalism of the 
Volunteers has been 
outstanding.”
PROBATION OFFICER  
OF CORE MEMBER
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For more information on Circles of Support  
and Accountability please visit our website:  
www.circles-uk.org.uk 

E: info@circles-uk.org.uk 
T: 0118 950 0068

Circles UK 
Abbey House 
Abbey Square 
Reading 
RG1 3BE

  Like us on Facebook 

 @CirclesUk 

CIRCLES UK BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Gerry Marshall, Chairman 
Helen Cabell, Honorary Treasurer 
James Campbell (Retired October 2015) 
Sheila Lewis, Vice Chairman 
Gerry Marshall, Chair 
Peter Mate 
Para Mullan
Terry Philpot
Peter Stanford 
Jason Suckley (Retired December 2015)

CIRCLES UK STAFF TEAM 
Riana Taylor, Chief Executive
Emma Barlow, Head of Trusts and  
Statutory Fundraising 
Heather Curnow, Office Manager 
Kerry Earnshaw, National Evidence Manager 
Louise Pitman, National Quality Manager  
Lynn Taylor, Information Officer 
Leah Warwick, National Development Manager

Circles UK is a Registered Charity Number 1122641 
Registered Company Number 6457347

“After working with young  
ex-prisoners for the past 
decade I have regularly  
seen the profound difference 
that Circles have made  
in individual lives.” 
PETER STANFORD 
TRUSTEE
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